8              THE THINKER  IN   POLITICS

of grave and high souls " ?    There is the secret of
his literary excellence.

He was not only deeply but widely read*   To

attempt a catalogue raisonnd of his   noble library

would be to enumerate almost everything that was

worth   reading   in   literature,   both   ancient   and

modern.    His favourite   branch of  reading  was

history, nor was the choice surprising, for history

it is, as a wise man has remarked, that ** sets us

free/*   He read it not with the narrow vision of

the specialist in the "seminar/' but with the wide

outlook of the man of affairs, and  was   equally

conversant with the great Athenians, the writers of

the Empire and the Augustan age, the Florentine

School of statecraft, the English historians of the

seventeenth  and   eighteenth   centuries,  and  that

glittering pageant of French writers which begins

with Voltaire and ends with Albert Sorcl-  He never

skipped or sampled a good book, and if Macaulay

could boast of the cantos of the ** Faerie Queene "

that he was one of " the very few and very weary "

readers who had been "in at the death of the

Blatant Beast/* Lord  Morlcy could  claim  with

no less justification that he was of the elect who

had read the whole of the thirteen volumes of

Carfyle's " Frederick " and had persevered to the

tragic grandeur of the end.   But his  favourite

writers belonged to every school of literary art*

Sententious writers made a peculiar appeal to htm

and there is no better illustration of his range of

reading in this direction and his discriminating

judgment than the admirable essay he wrote upon

" Aphorisms."   Burke, of course, he knew as few